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What Does The Urantia Book Say Needs to be Accomplished? 
David Kantor 

 
 

It is very instructive to look at what The Urantia Book itself has to say about the most important 
tasks at hand. If we go through the book and note every point where the authors suggest that we 
do some particular thing, we find ourselves with a list of tasks which can be divided into three 
major categories: 

• 1. Tasks related to personal spiritual growth. 

• 2. Tasks related to the improvement of world political, economic, and social conditions 
on Urantia. 

• 3. Tasks related to addressing the spiritual needs of our world. 

The first category of tasks—those related to personal spiritual growth—are found throughout The 
Urantia Book and are characterized by such quotes as: 

"The transcendent goal of the children of time is to find the eternal God, to comprehend the 
divine nature, to recognize the Universal Father. God-knowing creatures have only one supreme 
ambition, just one consuming desire, and that is to become, as they are in their spheres, like him 
as he is in his Paradise perfection of personality and in his universal sphere of righteous 
supremacy. From the Universal Father who inhabits eternity there has gone forth the supreme 
mandate, 'Be you perfect, even as I am perfect.'" [1:0.3] 

"The great goal of human existence is to attune to the divinity of the indwelling Adjuster; the 
great achievement of mortal life is the attainment of a true and understanding consecration to the 
eternal aims of the divine spirit who waits and works within your mind. " [110:3.4] 

"The transcendent goal of the children of time is to find the eternal God, to comprehend the 
divine nature, to recognize the Universal Father." [1:0.3 ] 

 
 

Group two tasks, many of which may be found in 52:6, 81:6, throughout Papers 70 and 71, and 
elsewhere in The Urantia Book are outside the scope of this present discussion. 
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Here we're concerned with reviewing the group three tasks noted in The Urantia Book. Had all of 
Jesus' exhortations to be about the business of spreading the gospel been included, the list would 
have been many pages longer. 

A Reformation in the Christian Church Based on Jesus' Teachings 

"A new and fuller revelation of the religion of Jesus is destined to conquer an empire of 
materialistic secularism and to overthrow a world sway of mechanistic naturalism." [195:9.2] 

"If Christianity persists in neglecting its spiritual mission while it continues to busy itself with 
social and material problems, the spiritual renaissance must await the coming of these new 
teachers of Jesus' religion who will be exclusively devoted to the spiritual regeneration of men. 
And then will these spirit-born souls quickly supply the leadership and inspiration requisite for 
the social, moral, economic, and political reorganization of the world." [195:9.4] 

"Paganized and socialized Christianity stands in need of new contact with the uncompromised 
teachings of Jesus; it languishes for lack of a new vision of the Master's life on earth. A new and 
fuller revelation of the religion of Jesus is destined to conquer an empire of materialistic 
secularism and to overthrow a world sway of mechanistic naturalism." [195:9.2] 

"Some day a reformation in the Christian church may strike deep enough to get back to the 
unadulterated religious teachings of Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. You may preach a 
religion about Jesus, but, perforce, you must live the religion of Jesus. " [196:2.2] 

"The ultimate goal of society's most advanced achievement can never hope to transcend Jesus' 
brotherhood of men based on the recognition of the fatherhood of God. The ideal of all social 
attainment can be realized only in the coming of this divine kingdom." [196:2.11] 

"All Urantia is waiting for the proclamation of the ennobling message of Michael, unencumbered 
by the accumulated doctrines and dogmas of nineteen centuries of contact with the religions of 
evolutionary origin. The hour is striking for presenting to Buddhism, to Christianity, to 
Hinduism, even to the peoples of all faiths, not the gospel about Jesus, but the living, spiritual 
reality of the gospel of Jesus." [94:12.7] 

"The hour is striking for a rediscovery of the true and original foundations of present-day 
distorted and compromised Christianity—the real life and teachings of Jesus." [195:9.5] 

"If the Christian church would only dare to espouse the Master's program, thousands of 
apparently indifferent youths would rush forward to enlist in such a spiritual undertaking, and 
they would not hesitate to go all the way through with this great adventure." [195:10.10] 
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"Christianity has indeed done a great service for this world, but what is now most needed is 
Jesus. The world needs to see Jesus living again on earth in the experience of spirit-born mortals 
who effectively reveal the Master to all men. " [195:10.1] 

"Modern culture must become spiritually baptized with a new revelation of Jesus' life and 
illuminated with a new understanding of his gospel of eternal salvation. And when Jesus 
becomes thus lifted up, he will draw all men to himself. Jesus' disciples should be more than 
conquerors, even overflowing sources of inspiration and enhanced living to all men." [195:10.1] 

"The call to the adventure of building a new and transformed human society by means of the 
spiritual rebirth of Jesus' brotherhood of the kingdom should thrill all who believe in him as men 
have not been stirred since the days when they walked about on earth as his companions in the 
flesh." [195:10.6] 

"Christianity is an extemporized religion, and therefore must it operate in low gear. High-gear 
spiritual performances must await the new revelation and the more general acceptance of the real 
religion of Jesus. " [195:10.18] 

"If Christianity could only grasp more of Jesus' teachings, it could do so much more in helping 
modern man to solve his new and increasingly complex problems." [195:10.19] 

"The hope of modern Christianity is that it should cease to sponsor the social systems and 
industrial policies of Western civilization while it humbly bows itself before the cross it so 
valiantly extols, there to learn anew from Jesus of Nazareth the greatest truths mortal man can 
ever hear—the living gospel of the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man." [195:10.21] 

"The great hope of Urantia lies in the possibility of a new revelation of Jesus with a new and 
enlarged presentation of his saving message which would spiritually unite in loving service the 
numerous families of his present-day professed followers." [195:10.16] 

"Christianity has indeed done a great service for this world, but what is now most needed is 
Jesus. The world needs to see Jesus living again on earth in the experience of spirit-born mortals 
who effectively reveal the Master to all men." [195:10.1] 

"Modern culture must become spiritually baptized with a new revelation of Jesus' life and 
illuminated with a new understanding of his gospel of eternal salvation. And when Jesus 
becomes thus lifted up, he will draw all men to himself. Jesus' disciples should be more than 
conquerors, even overflowing sources of inspiration and enhanced living to all men. Religion is 
only an exalted humanism until it is made divine by the discovery of the reality of the presence 
of God in personal experience." [195:10.1] 

"The time is ripe to witness the figurative resurrection of the human Jesus from his burial tomb 
amidst the theological traditions and the religious dogmas of nineteen centuries. Jesus of 
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Nazareth must not be longer sacrificed to even the splendid concept of the glorified Christ. What 
a transcendent service if, through this revelation, the Son of Man should be recovered from the 
tomb of traditional theology and be presented as the living Jesus to the church that bears his 
name, and to all other religions! Surely the Christian fellowship of believers will not hesitate to 
make such adjustments of faith and of practices of living as will enable it to "follow after" the 
Master in the demonstration of his real life of religious devotion to the doing of his Father's will 
and of consecration to the unselfish service of man." [196:1.2] 

"The social readjustments, the economic transformations, the moral rejuvenations, and the 
religious revisions of Christian civilization would be drastic and revolutionary if the living 
religion of Jesus should suddenly supplant the theologic religion about Jesus." [196:1.2] 

"Mistake not! there is in the teachings of Jesus an eternal nature which will not permit them 
forever to remain unfruitful in the hearts of thinking men. The kingdom as Jesus conceived it has 
to a large extent failed on earth; for the time being, an outward church has taken its place; but 
you should comprehend that this church is only the larval stage of the thwarted spiritual 
kingdom, which will carry it through this material age and over into a more spiritual dispensation 
where the Master's teachings may enjoy a fuller opportunity for development. Thus does the so-
called Christian church become the cocoon in which the kingdom of Jesus' concept now 
slumbers. The kingdom of the divine brotherhood is still alive and will eventually and certainly 
come forth from this long submergence, just as surely as the butterfly eventually emerges as the 
beautiful unfolding of its less attractive creature of metamorphic development." 170:5.21 

"Do not overlook the value of your spiritual heritage, the river of truth running down through the 
centuries, even to the barren times of a materialistic and secular age. In all your worthy efforts to 
rid yourselves of the superstitious creeds of past ages, make sure that you hold fast the eternal 
truth. But be patient! when the present superstition revolt is over, the truths of Jesus' gospel will 
persist gloriously to illuminate a new and better way." 195:9.1 

 
 

The Urantia Book's Evangelical Imperative 

"Religion does need new leaders, spiritual men and women who will dare to depend solely on 
Jesus and his incomparable teachings. If Christianity persists in neglecting its spiritual mission 
while it continues to busy itself with social and material problems, the spiritual renaissance must 
await the coming of these new teachers of Jesus' religion who will be exclusively devoted to the 
spiritual regeneration of men. And then will these spirit-born souls quickly supply the leadership 
and inspiration requisite for the social, moral, economic, and political reorganization of the 
world." [195:9.4] 
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"The religious challenge of this age is to those farseeing and forward-looking men and women of 
spiritual insight who will dare to construct a new and appealing philosophy of living out of the 
enlarged and exquisitely integrated modern concepts of cosmic truth, universe beauty, and divine 
goodness. " [2:7.10] 

"To 'follow Jesus' means to personally share his religious faith and to enter into the spirit of the 
Master's life of unselfish service for man. One of the most important things in human living is to 
find out what Jesus believed, to discover his ideals, and to strive for the achievement of his 
exalted life purpose. Of all human knowledge, that which is of greatest value is to know the 
religious life of Jesus and how he lived it." [196:1.3] 

"The quickest way to realize the brotherhood of man on Urantia is to effect the spiritual 
transformation of present-day humanity. The only technique for accelerating the natural trend of 
social evolution is that of applying spiritual pressure from above, thus augmenting moral insight 
while enhancing the soul capacity of every mortal to understand and love every other mortal. 
" [52:6.7] 

"The common people heard Jesus gladly, and they will again respond to the presentation of his 
sincere human life of consecrated religious motivation if such truths shall again be proclaimed to 
the world. The people heard him gladly because he was one of them, an unpretentious layman; 
the world's greatest religious teacher was indeed a layman." [196:1.4] 

"The world needs more firsthand religion. Even Christianity—the best of the religions of the 
twentieth century—is not only a religion about Jesus, but it is so largely one which men 
experience secondhand." [195:9.8] 

"What an awakening the world would experience if it could only see Jesus as he really lived on 
earth and know, firsthand, his life-giving teachings! " [195:9.8] 

"The religion of Jesus stands as the unsullied and transcendent spiritual summons, calling to the 
best there is in man to rise above all these legacies of animal evolution and, by grace, attain the 
moral heights of true human destiny." [195:9.9] 

"In winning souls for the Master, it is not the first mile of compulsion, duty, or convention that 
will transform man and his world, but rather the second mile of free service and liberty-loving 
devotion that betokens the Jesusonian reaching forth to grasp his brother in love and sweep him 
on under spiritual guidance toward the higher and divine goal of mortal existence. Christianity 
even now willingly goes the first mile, but mankind languishes and stumbles along in moral 
darkness because there are so few genuine second-milers—so few professed followers of Jesus 
who really live and love as he taught his disciples to live and love and serve." [195:10.5] 
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"Mortals in all stages of spirituality and on all worlds may find in the personal life of Jesus that 
which will strengthen and inspire them as they progress from the lowest spirit levels up to the 
highest divine values, from the beginning to the end of all personal religious 
experience." [196:2.4] 

"Remember that you are commissioned to preach this gospel of the kingdom—the supreme 
desire to do the Father's will coupled with the supreme joy of the faith realization of sonship with 
God—and you must not allow anything to divert your devotion to this one duty. " [178:1.11] 

"Your mission among men is to proclaim the gospel of the kingdom—the reality of the 
fatherhood of God and the truth of the sonship of man. Proclaim the whole truth of the good 
news, not just a part of the saving gospel. Your message is not changed by my resurrection 
experience. Sonship with God, by faith, is still the saving truth of the gospel of the kingdom. You 
are to go forth preaching the love of God and the service of man. That which the world needs 
most to know is: Men are the sons of God, and through faith they can actually realize, and daily 
experience, this ennobling truth. My bestowal should help all men to know that they are the 
children of God, but such knowledge will not suffice if they fail personally to faith-grasp the 
saving truth that they are the living spirit sons of the eternal Father. The gospel of the kingdom is 
concerned with the love of the Father and the service of his children on earth." [193:0.4] 

"The gospel of the kingdom has taught you that all men are the sons of God. And this good news 
concerning the love of the heavenly Father for his children on earth must be carried to all the 
world. " [193:1.2] 

"Go you now into all the world preaching this gospel of the kingdom of heaven to all men. Love 
all men as I have loved you; serve your fellow mortals as I have served you." [193:0.5] 

"Love men with the love wherewith I have loved you and serve your fellow mortals even as I 
have served you. By the spirit fruits of your lives impel souls to believe the truth that man is a 
son of God, and that all men are brethren. " [193:5.2] 

"You also are called to publish the good news of the liberty of mankind through the gospel of 
sonship with God in the kingdom of heaven. Go to all the world proclaiming this gospel and 
confirming believers in the faith thereof. And while you do this, forget not to minister to the sick 
and strengthen those who are fainthearted and fear-ridden." [190:3.1] 

"Let all mankind benefit from the overflow of your loving spiritual ministry, enlightening 
intellectual communion, and uplifting social service; but none of these humanitarian labors, nor 
all of them, should be permitted to take the place of proclaiming the gospel." [178:1.11] 

"There is but one law to obey and that is the command to go forth proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom." [192:2.11] 
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(The repeated exhortations to spread the gospel of the kingdom found throughout the Master's 
post-resurrection appearances are not all listed here albeit this was a primary theme of each of 
them.) 

 
 

It should be obvious from the foregoing that the authors of The Urantia Book place a very high 
value on the spread of the religion of Jesus in our world as quickly as possible. Over and over 
again it is indicated to us that this is a critical priority. 

These quotes point to two major tasks. 

• 1. Foster a reformation within Christianity. 

• 2. Embrace the evangelical imperative of The Urantia Book to spread Jesus' teachings 
about the kingdom. 

Post-resurrection Admonitions of Jesus 

It also is constructive to review the verbs in Jesus' post-resurrection appearances. The emphasis 
was always on the proclamation of the kingdom. If we go through his post-resurrection 
appearances and extract the action verbs from his comments, we end up with this list: 

• Proclaim 

• Confirm 

• Minister 

• Strengthen 

• Go 

• Proclaim 

• Pray 

• Love 

• Serve 

• Go 

• Proclaim 
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• Be wise 

• Give 

• Publish the good news 

• Go 

• Trust your brethern 

• Bravely go forth 

• Joyously go forth 

• Meet new experiences 

• Reveal 

• Open eyes blinded by tradition 

• Draw close 

• Lead 

• Serve 

• Proclaim 

• Love 

• Go 

• Feed my lambs 

• Minister to the sick 

• Serve 

• Forgive 

• Follow me 

• Serve me 

• Go 
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• Proclaim 

• Preach the love of God and the service of man 

• Carry this good news to all the world. 

 


